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Endless Opportunities: A Town Hall for the ADEA 
Chapters for Students, Residents and Fellows
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Meet the 2023-2024 Administrative Board!

Andrew Halverson
Chair

Matthew Wright 
Board Director

Justin James Donato 
Vice Chair

Dalena Ha
Secretary

Noosh Zakeri 
Member-at-Large



ADEA Council of Students, Residents and Fellows



Learning Objectives

1. Review ADEA Council of Students, Residents and Fellows (COSRF) mission and vision.

2. Provide an overview of the structure of COSRF and insight into specific objectives 

related to the role. 

3. Discuss student leadership opportunities at all levels of ADEA. 

4. Provide insight into avenues for involvement with ADEA throughout a professional 

career.



New Beginnings, Endless 
Opportunities
Ana López-Fuentes, D.M.D., M.P.H. 
Chair of the ADEA Board of Directors
Former Dean and Professor, University of Puerto Rico School 
of Dental Medicine



Principal Officer
Nader Nadershahi, D.D.S., M.B.A., Ed.D.
Immediate Past Chair of the ADEA Board of Directors
Dean and Vice Provost, University of the Pacific, Arthur A. 
Dugoni School of Dentistry



Welcome
Karen P. West, D.M.D., M.P.H. 
ADEA President and CEO



Corporate Council 
Yolanda Lee
Senior Vice President, Corporate Relations 



National Leadership 
Positions: COSRF & District 
Commissioners
Andrew Halverson, ADEA COSRF Chair 



Poll Question 

What districts are in attendance this evening? 



Poll Question 

What level of understanding/knowledge would you say you have of COSRF and its mission?

ADEA COSRF IS…



What is our Mission?

The mission of ADEA COSRF is to serve 
as the national voice and advocate for 
all students, residents, and fellows in 
the dental education community by 
addressing the issues that shape the 

present and future of dental 
education.



Seven Councils within ADEA

1. Council of Deans
2. Council of Faculties
3. Council of Sections

4. Council of Allied Dental Program Directors 
5. Council of Students, Residents and Fellows

6. Corporate Council
7. Council of Advanced Education Programs
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ADEA Governance 

House of Delegates
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Each with Administrative Board:
Chair, Chair-Elect, Secretary, Member-at-

Large, Board Director  

ADEA President and CEO 
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Immediate Past Chair 

Board Directors (7)

Association's legislative 
(policymaking) body. Convenes 

twice at each ADEA Annual 
Session & Exhibition. 

Allied Dental 
Program Directors 

Advanced 
Education Programs 

Students, Residents, 
and Fellows 
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ADEA Governance 

Students, Residents, 
and Fellows 

National

District

Chapter

Chair, Vice Chair, Secretary, Member-at-
Large, Board Director  

District Commissioner, Deputy 
Commissioner, Committee Chairs

President, Vice Presidents, Secretary, 
Treasurer, Representatives



2023 - 2024 District Commissioners

District 1 | Kate Winebrake

District 2 | Jason Luong

District 3 | Austin Intrieri

District 4 | Janika James

District 5 | Teleshia Johnson

District 6 | RayJ Jackson

District 7 | Ananya Sawlani

District 8 | Nate Heimann

District 9 | Austin Adams 

District 10 | Teddy Dong

District 11 | Ethan Teng

District 12 | Vacant



District Leadership

District 
Commissioner

Deputy 
Commissioner

Committee Chair Committee Chair Committee Chair

Committee Members

Possible Committee Chairs

● Events Committee

● Membership Committee

● Post-Graduate Committee

● Pre-Dental Committee

● Service Committee

● Advocacy Chair



Leadership Vacancies

District Commissioner



District Commissioner 
Spotlight Moment 
Ananya Sawlani, D3 & District 7 District Commissioner
University of Illinois at Chicago - College of Dentistry



Chapter Events, Awards, and 
ADEA Connect
Justin James Donato, ADEA COSRF Vice Chair 



Poll Question 

How involved is your chapter with the Academic Dental Careers Fellowship Program 

(ADCFP)?



Academic Dental Careers Fellowship Program (ADCFP)

Intent 

● To help discover and grow tomorrow’s dental faculty and 

researchers through faculty mentorship 

● Faculty are paired between allied, advanced education, and 

predoctoral students

Objectives: 

● Understand and undergo daily experiences of dental school faculty 

● Recounting faculty’s personal experiences through one-on-one 

interviews 

● Understand and apply best practices in research 

● Plan and navigate a career in academia 

Learn More Here 

https://adea.org/dentalfellow/


Academic Dental Careers Fellowship Program (ADCFP)



Why I Teach

Intent: 

● Explore different career paths in academic dentistry, different pathways into academics

● Introduce audience to dental specialties

Intended audiences:

● Pre-doctoral students, allied dental health students, advanced education students

Intended outcomes:

● Explore the pathways into academic dentistry

● Learn about different dental specialties 

● Encourage students to pursue academic dental careers



“Why I Teach” Activities



Other Chapter Events 

Road-to-Residencies (Dental Students) 

● Expose pre-doctoral students to the 12 different dental specialities 

Cases that Haunt Us 

● Enable dental educators and professionals to detail their experiences to pre-doctoral students, allied 

dental health students, advanced education students about challenging patient cases 

Community Service Partnerships 

● Enable dental educators and professionals to detail their experiences to pre-doctoral students, allied 

dental health students, advanced education students to work with their local community 



Other Chapter Events 



Other Chapter Events 



ADEA Chapter Toolkit

https://www.adea.org/chaptertoolkit/events/


Chapter Awards

● Highlight accomplishments of ADEA Chapters through the year

● Acknowledges and inspires other chapters to remain engaged with ADEA, COSRF, and 

the mission of ADEA. 

● Announced at 2024 Annual Session & Exhibition (New Orleans, LA)

Applications are due December 1, 2023

Scan Here



Poll Question 

What events has your chapter held (or plans to host) this year?



ADEA Connect

https://connect.adea.org/communities/community-home?CommunityKey=3454b3d2-6e31-4dcc-9683-81666a81484e


District Commissioner 
Spotlight Moment 
Teddy Dong, D3 & District 10 District Commissioner 
University of Washington - School of Dentistry



National Leadership 
Positions: COSRF & Liaisons 
Dalena Ha, ADEA COSRF Secretary 



2023 - 2024 COSRF Liaisons

Academia Liaison | Sarah Lynn

Advanced Education Liaison | Nicole Vian

Advocacy Liaison | Kimberly Pierre

Allied Dental Health Liaison | Gretchen Dunn

Pre-Dental Liaison | Eboney Hinds

Diversity, Equity, Inclusion, and Belonging Liaison | Tareina Rogers

Chapter Liaison | Issa Elabed

Annual Session Planning Committee Liaison | Azizat Adediran



Liaisons 

● Critical COSRF roles 

● Involvement in ADEA on tailored initiatives to the role

● Additional opportunity to become involved

● Positions may vary each COSRF Administrative Board 

● Applications usually announced in April following Annual Session



COSRF Events Review 
COSRF Administrative Board Members and District 
Commissioners 



Past Events & Activities 

● Annual Session 2022:

○ First in-person Annual Session post-pandemic   

● Fall Meetings 2022: St. Louis, Missouri

○ Why I Teach Panel and Chapter Development 

● Annual Session 2023: Portland, Oregon

○ “I Have an ADEA” National Event 

● Fall Meetings 2023: Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania

○ Why I Teach Panel and Leadership Development

● Annual Session 2024: New Orleans, Louisiana

○ We want to hear from you!



Poll Question 

What programming or events would you like to see at Annual Session?



COSRF Endless 
Opportunities  
COSRF Administrative Board Members and District 
Commissioners 



Endless Opportunities 

● Please share how COSRF has shaped your dental, allied dental, or residency experience? 

● Where do you see yourself in the future? 



Poll Question 

What information can COSRF provide you after today?



Word Bubble Activity 

What word/phrase do you associate with COSRF? 



Q&A Session
Matthew Wright, COSRF Board Director



2024 ADEA Annual Session & Exhibition

Road to Residency

Chapter Awards

COSRF Reception 



Thank you!
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